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EECO Farm – MAY 2020 Newsletter for Gardeners 

 “What is so sweet and dear 

 As a prosperous morn in May …”. 

 “Ode in May” – Sir William Watson (1858-1935)  

 He is the perfect mascot for these hard times. He always has his mask 

on, he frequently washes his hands and even cleans his food. He consistently 

practices social distancing to the point where you might not even notice his 

presence --- but, if you do, please give him plenty of room and stay away. 

Lastly, if you rearrange the letters of his name you will, sort of, spell out 

“corona”. 

 Of course, we are talking about your friendly neighborhood raccoon --- 

often a symbol for waste recycling, which is what we all need to do with the 

last few weeks! 

 Many of our EECO Farm members have started their gardens already 

with cold-hardy plants, in spite of the usual East End chilly Spring weather. Be 

advised that   EECO Farm continues to be opened under the state/county 

definition of “essential service”. One can hardly think of anything more important 

than eating freshly grown organic fruits and vegetables. So please carry on! 
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 NOTE: All EECO Farm visitors of any kind are still subject to the 

6-foot rule of “social distancing” but no face masks are required to be

worn if this distance can be maintained. 

 If you have been a bit late out of the starting box with your own garden, 

have no fears, there is still plenty of time to get going. You should definitely 

start putting in your spinach, broccoli, arugula, some hardy pepper varieties, 

potatoes, onions, and other cold-tolerant salad greens by the time you read 

this newsletter. 

 Also, now is the time to plant your dahlia, calla lily, gladiolus, and most 

perennial seeds. Yet a number of us feel it is still too early for direct in-ground 

planting of tomato transplants. However, you may use a cloche or a 

transparent row cover that prevents the little plantings from 

shivering until Memorial Day, the traditional date on the East 

End to start this fruit in your garden. And, yes, ALL tomato 

types are genetically classified as a fruit, not a vegetable --- 

but expect an argument from nutritionists and fellow gardeners! However, 

anyone who has popped a fresh cherry tomato (please note the “fruit” 

reference) into their mouths straight from the vine will tell you it is definitely a 

fruit. 

 For those of you who have been growing various herb and veggie 

seedlings indoors either under lights or in a sunny spot, mid-to-later May (on 

average, the 21st) is a good time to start “hardening” them off. 

 Set your plantings outside in the shade for long periods of time each 

day for at least a week before transplanting them into the ground. 

 You will want your outdoor soil temperatures to be about 60 degrees 

Fahrenheit for most greenhouse transplants to take well. Too cool and they’ll 

just sit there looking miserable until it warms up!  

 SPECIAL NOTE: The Full Moon Pot Luck Dinners and our annual 

fundraiser have been postponed until further notice. However, EECO Farm 

members are allowed to use the common picnic area for themselves and their 

invited guests only --- but you must maintain proper procedures while doing 

so. 

 Please remember that all group gatherings at EECO Farm --- even 
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family and close friends --- are limited to twenty (20) or less 

participants. These gatherings must also practice the standard 6-

foot social distancing rule so masks are not required. Luckily, there 

is plenty of room at EECO Farm so adhering to these points should 

not become a major issue. 

 Happy Gardening! 

PLEASE DO NOT TAKE TOOLS FROM OUR SHED FOR PRIVATE USE AT 

YOUR HOME GARDENS. TOO MANY GARDENERS DEPEND ON HAVING ALL 

THE TOOLS HANDY WHEN NEEDED. THANK YOU! 
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